Des Vertannes- Executive Vice President Cargo - Etihad Airways
Des Vertannes joined Etihad Airways in May 2007 having had an illustrious career spanning more than three and a half decades, the majority of which has been in the Airline sector.
Des was previously Head of Cargo at neighbours Gulf Air for 15 months and prior to that Chief Executive at Air Menzies International (AMI), the world's largest wholesale airfreight consolidator. During his tenure in 2003 he led AMI to third position in the IATA league table in UK, introducing many innovative services and products.
He began his career with British Airways in 1970 and during his 14 years held several management positions. Among his achievements was being selected to become the first cargo specialist appointed overseas when he was Cargo Manager -Gulf States and Saudi Arabia in the early 80’s. His last role in BA was that of Cargo Sales Manager – UK.
In 1984 Vertannes established and successfully managed his own Forwarding business before joining Air Canada as General Manager Cargo in 1991 responsible for Europe, Africa and the Middle East. His tenure at Air Canada for nearly a decade saw him enhance the airlines cargo contribution to and from the region. Vertannes was instrumental in developing and negotiating the airline’s global customer programme, securing participation from all Multinational key accounts. 
Vertannes was then enticed by one of the world’s leading ground handling companies Menzies Aviation where he served as Managing Director of Menzies World Cargo from 1999 to 2003. He was responsible for integrating 6 independent handling companies acquired by Menzies into a single brand representing 45% of the aviation group’s turnover.
 Vertannes is married to Gloria and has four children. He wishes he could spend more time with his family, enjoys watching football and keeping active. He also enjoys reading, a good wine and the beaches of the Algarve.
