Swissport to expand in the New Frontier

Swissport International, the acclaimed supplier of ground handling services to the air transport sector will mark its presence at Air Cargo Africa 2011 event as its sole diamond sponsor.

Scheduled to take place from February 22-24, 2011 at the Kenyatta International Conference Centre, Nairobi, the Air Cargo Africa 2011 is the first ever international event on air cargo to take place in Africa and is organized by STAT TIMES.

This event coincides with the opening of Swissport’s ‘state of the art’ new facility at Kenya’s, Kenyatta International Airport and enhances its network in the African continent where it currently serves 8 countries. In South Africa alone it provides services to 10 airports.

Its Europe/African Ground Handling Division concluded a number of major commercial agreements in Spain, France, Bulgaria, Algeria and Tanzania, in the early part of this year. Swissport has also gained further market share securing new airline business adding over 5,000 more flights to its annual handling volume. The new customers include Air Berlin and TAP Portugal in Algiers and Oman Air in Dar es Salaam (Tanzania), among others. 
The Cargo Division has also expanded its operational capabilities worldwide with major new customers such as British Airways in the USA and Europe, Lufthansa in Tel Aviv and Qantas Airways, South African Airways and Iberia in the United Kingdom and Delta Airlines in South Africa. 
According to John Batten, Executive Vice President Global Cargo, Swissport International, “The Cargo Division in Africa has also been further upgrading its facility in Dar es Salaam to better service the customers plus improving quality drivers and technology in the region.”
The Aviation sector in Africa has been steadily expanding over the last few years.  IATA figures show that African carriers recorded a 6.3% improvement in January, assisted by robust regional economic activity. Also they showed an improvement, from 51.4% in March to 54.6% in April. The latest projections paint a positive picture for air transfer in Africa as a whole, with traffic volumes growing at about 10%. With long reserves of resources and untapped investment opportunities, local markets in Africa hold strong profit potential.

About Swissport International:-

Swissport International Ltd., which is owned by Ferrovial, a leading European infrastructure and service corporation based in Spain, provides ground services for over 70 million passengers and 3.5 million tones of cargo a year on behalf of some 650 client companies. With its workforce of around 32,000 personnel, Swissport is active at 181 airports in 38 countries on five continents. The prestigious award of “Best Ground Handling Company 2010” was conferred on Swissport by the London based logistics centre, Institute of Transport Management. Swissport is winning this award for the tenth time is a fitting testimony to the standing of the company in the aviation industry. Most recently, Swissport won the ACW Air Cargo Handling Agent 2010 award at Transport Logistics China, Shanghai for the second year in succession.

About STAT TIMES:-  

STAT TIMES is an international multi-modal transport trade media, specializing in Air Cargo. STAT TIMES enjoys a world wide circulation of more than 42,000 amongst the high profile leaders of the industry. It has been engaged in the dissemination of information in the field of the Air Cargo industry since its inception in 1986. STAT TIMES has been organizing the biennial international event AIR CARGO INDIA since 2006 in Mumbai which have been hugely successful. It is now venturing into the land of opportunities, the African continent.

About AIR CARGO AFRICA 2011:- AIR CARGO AFRICA 2011 is the 4th international event being organized by STAT TIMES. The first three biennial events took place in Mumbai from 2006 onwards and were very successful. These events were conceived to provide an opportunity for networking and showcasing. The success of these events has acted as a spur to the organizer to venture into new areas of opportunities.

